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Happy New Year!
Welcome to 2012

All of us at St. Aedan-St. Brendan School wish you a very healthy and happy New Year!   We have many things to get accomplished as we enter this New Year.  First on our list is celebrating Catholic Education Month which is an Archdiocesan activity.  Nationwide, Catholic Education Week is the week of January 30th.  While some of the things we will be doing to mark this special time will be addressed in this newsletter, other events and activities will be announced as plans are finalized.  So please watch for notices that may go home with your children.  

Christmas Concert

Congratulations and kudos to all of our students who participated in our wonderful Christmas Concert on Wednesday, December 7th. Congratulations also to Mrs. Mehinovic and Mrs. Hernandez for all their fine efforts and time in getting all our students prepared.  Mrs. Mehinovic also supervised decorating the stage and gym as well as choreographing any of the skits and group performances.  It was a standing room only crowd and everyone made our holiday just a bit more special!  

Our Home/School also was able to raffle off the Christmas trees and made a great profit through the generosity of all those who purchased tickets.  Home/School President, Mrs. Conlan and Vice-President and chair of the raffle, Mrs. Kravitz wish to express their sincere thanks to everyone who participated by buying raffle tickets and also donating or soliciting to get certificates for the trees.  Special thanks for their part in “decorating” our trees goes to all our homeroom parents who organized homeroom trees with a theme.

Christmas Store

Each year as you know, our Home/School sponsors a Christmas store for your children so that they may purchase Christmas gifts at very reasonable prices.  Parents of the Home/School busily shop after the season to buy items at sale prices to stock up for the following year’s Christmas store.  If you are out shopping and see some things priced real low that can be resold at our Christmas Store next year, please feel free to make a purchase and bring the items into school so we can pack them away.  This year’s store was a huge success.  

New Books

Recently I was able to go to the Scholastic Book Company warehouse and purchase some books for our school. A few times a year this company has a huge sale to reduce their overstock and offer schools great prices for books.  Through the funds obtained with the proceeds from our Fall Harvest Day I was able to purchase about $250.00 worth of books.  Most of the titles were for our K-2 grades and those teachers have those books in their classrooms.  The remaining books will be placed in our library.

Annual Book Fair

Our annual Scholastic Book Fair, under the direction of Mrs. Couden, will take place during Catholic Education Week (January 29th-February 4th).  Please be sure to stop in at any time and shop at the fair.  We will have a variety of books for all grade levels, posters, pencils, pens, and other items.  Students will be able to visit at least twice during the week with their classes to shop for themselves. The store will also be opened for Open House on that Sunday, the 29th and that Wednesday, the 2nd, for any parents or parishioners who wish to purchase books for children or grandchildren.

Order Your Yearbook Now!!

This year we have a new yearbook company, the Memory Book Company, and we are able to order yearbooks for ONLY $20.00. We are able to get this great price because we are prepaying the order.  Payment is due by January 31, 2012.  After this time we cannot take any more orders. EVERY GRADE WILL BE REPRESENTED IN THIS YEARBOOK, PRE K - 8!!!  It is truly a great memory keeper!  If you have any questions please email Mrs. Slayton at cslayton@staedan-brendanschool.org or call the school and leave a message. 

Student Council

The Saint Aedan- Saint Brendan Student Council conducted a food drive during the Thanksgiving season. Donations were brought to Christian Community Action and distributed to those in need.  They also conducted a new and used toy drive to benefit families in the community this Christmas season.  They were overwhelmed at the generosity shown by the school families.

Knights of Columbus Sponsoring Ziti Supper to Benefit St. Aedan-St. Brendan School
The Knights of Columbus is sponsoring another benefit Ziti Dinner for our school this year. It will take place in our gym at 5:30 pm on Saturday, January 21st.  The cost of the dinner is $10.00 for adults and for children under 16 the cost will be $5.00.  This is not only a great opportunity to support this very worthwhile financial benefit for our school but also a wonderful chance to meet and enjoy the entire school and parish community for a nice time together.  Please make every effort to attend and support the Knights.  Contact Mr. Mike Rogers if you have any questions at 203-214-5096.
Get Ready for the AUCTION!

As you may have heard our annual Auction will be taking place on May 5th this year.  We are eagerly getting prepared for this huge fundraiser with much excitement and hard work.  Please be watching for an announcement sometime this month for our first organizational meeting for the Auction.  In the meantime, I ask that you please begin looking for new items that you can donate to the auction for either the silent or oral auction.   Perhaps you received a gift recently that you really do not need or have a relative who is selling a house and has some very nice collectible items that someone else would love to bid on at an auction.  Please plan to do your part in one way or another for this auction.  You can donate items, solicit businesses for certificates or items, decorate, set up, serve that night, etc.  In any case this must be an entire St. Aedan-St. Brendan School community project in order for it to be a success.  Last year’s auction made us $15,000.00 so I know with early planning and more help we can do better this year.  Please contact me at school or Mrs. Lynne Kravitz, chairperson, if you have any questions or ideas.
Holiday Thank You

Thank you to the many generous families that donated toys, games, and stuffed animals to our Christmas Toy Drive.  With the help of many middle school students we were able to sort, wrap, and deliver presents to others. It was very rewarding to the older students to be a part of bringing the Christmas joy to younger students.  Thank you also to Notre Dame High School for sending us an abundance of toys!

Please keep in mind that we are always collecting hats, gloves, and scarves for the winter months.  We were fortunate to not need them in December but I’m sure there will soon be a need.  Please contact Miss Anastasio if you or someone you know has a need for them.

What’s happening in our classrooms???

Kindergarten-Mrs. Giampietro
Kindergarten will be starting the New Year with big growth in reading.  We have been progressing by leaps and bounds, learning how to sound out new words and adding to our sight word inventory.  With the coming of Martin Luther King Jr’s birthday, Kindergarten will be taking a first look at what it was like for children before, during, and after the civil rights movement.  With this, we will continue our talks about how God made each of us special and unique. In Math, the Kindergarten students will continue our study of numbers and how they work.  We will also be moving into measurement and time, two huge concept areas for elementary school!

Grade One-Mrs. Timmeny
Happy New Year!  We’re ready with our 2012 resolutions, to help make the coming year a happy one!  We’re becoming great readers.  We’ve also been doing a snow dance lately, so we’re going to combine both and read books about snow this month.  We’ll be creating a snowy diorama as a book report.  In Science, we will be continuing our study of the sun and the planets.  We’re off to a busy start!

Grade Two-Mrs. Pacelli
The Second Graders have been diligently working on learning to write the cursive alphabet. This month, the students will begin to use their new skill to write whole words. In Social Studies, the students are creating books about Connecticut facts. They are using the information that they have learned about Connecticut in order to teach their Rhode Island pen pals about our state. In Science, we will continue our exploration of the planets and the universe. Theme 2 in our Language Arts program focused on the topic of giving to others and helping those in need. The Second Graders decided to help others in the world by purchasing chickens through World Vision in order to provide a family with food and nutrients. The math lessons for the month will emphasize the students learning the value of money. The students are very excited to be working with money since it relates to their everyday lives and their ability to purchase items.
Grade Three-Mrs. Slayton

Grade 3 is planning a field trip with grade 5 to the Knights of Columbus Museum to see the all of the exhibits including the nativities, the Christmas tree decorated by grade 4 and the permanent 9-11 exhibit. The Regional Water Authority will be here for another “in house” field trip to present “Conservation Capers” teaching the students about the importance of taking care of our water supply. We continue to study multiplication in math, properties of water in Science and map skills in Social Studies.  As part of our Catholic Schools month program we will collaborate with Mr. Celentano’s 6th grade class for a “buddy” program with projects for both Science and Religion.
Grade Four-Mrs. Boynton
The fourth grade will continue to work on our power point projects for the state of Connecticut.   Everything is progressing nicely with the research and the PowerPoint slides.  Towards the end of the month we will start working on a mapping project through a grant we received from the Jamie Hulley Foundation. More details to follow concerning this project. Keep drilling the multiplication facts nightly!!  We will begin 2-digit x 1-digit and 2-digit x 2-digit multiplication.  Parents please initial the sheets nightly and have your child return it on Fridays to verify they are drilling daily. The fourth grade will also sponsor an in- school charitable event for those suffering from leukemia and lymphoma called "Pennies for Patients".  The program will begin on January 16th and will run for approximately 2 weeks.  

Grade Five-Miss Criscuolo
The start of a fresh new year brings much new learning in Grade 5.  We will begin a Social Studies unit on the building of the 13 colonies and all the excitement and difficulties that starting anew can bring.  In Math we will continue learning ways to work with data and statistics in a graphing unit and start more multistep division work.  We will play our Book Report games and find out how Sammy Keyes solves the mystery of the Hollywood Mummy.  Our Voices program progresses with Conflict Resolution and how building our self-awareness allows us to make choices in a conflict.  It will be an exciting month which will bring many exciting learning experiences.

Grades 6-8 Middle School

Science-Mr. Celentano
The 6th grade completed their study of the water cycle and is now beginning to study fresh and salt water resources.  They will concentrate on water purification and conservation. They have recently tested various types of water for acidity and chlorine content.                             
The seventh grade is continuing their study of the systems of the human body. They have recently completed writing commercial scripts directed at teens and young children to convince them of the harmful effects of smoking. 

Grade 8 has finished the chemistry part of the course and has now begun studying physics. They will be exploring the world of speed, motion, acceleration and gravity. Experiments will demonstrate Newton’s 3 laws of motion.
Language Arts-Mrs. Couden
During January, the Eighth Grade class will be participating in a workshop series awarded by the Jamie A. Hulley Arts Foundation ( www.jamiehulleyartsfund.org) A master teacher, author and illustrator, Sanna  Stanley, will be instructing and guiding the students through this personal writing project. The culminating activity will be a storytelling  presentation by the members of the class. We are fortunate to have received this mini grant and to have such an accomplished author as an instructor.

Seventh Grade students will be reading and analyzing various types of nonfiction such as letters, journals, autobiographies and essays. In connection to this genre, the class will write their own letters, articles and personal essays. They will also be focusing on writing traits and applying these traits to each writing piece.
Math-Miss Anastasio
Middle school students are eager to get back to math classes.  The sixth, seventh, and eighth graders are progressing well with extra help in the math program.  We are so fortunate to have Mr. Hurley working with small groups and help from Quinnipiac students.  The extra help, time, and attention is benefitting all students.  

Sixth graders are excited about solving fraction and decimal problems in algebraic equations.  They will be working on finding percentages of numbers and converting fractions to decimals and percents.  They will also be reviewing perimeter, area, and volume of various shapes.

Seventh graders are reviewing integers.  They will be using the positive and negative numbers to solve algebraic equations and inequalities.  They will also be working with algebra functions.  Seventh graders will be doing a unit on geometry this month.

The eighth graders are moving along in algebra.  They are graphing equations, finding slope, and writing equations in various forms.  They will be solving systems of equations and inequalities this month. Eighth graders are also working on geometry. They are proving congruency of angles and triangles.  They will be bisecting line segments and angles and use algebra to solve for missing angles.

Social Studies-Mr. Garitta
Ancient Civilizations – In 6th grade we will be studying the civilizations on Asia.  During our learning experience we will be designing ritual vessels depicting images that honor our ancestors.  The class will share their artwork.  

Geography – In 7th grade we will be studying South America.  While studying South America students will be placed into groups to conduct research.  Each group will be assigned a country in South America.  During the research we will focus on the history and governments of each country.  Students will present their findings to the class.

American History – In 8th grade we will be studying the era of Thomas Jefferson.  We will learn to interpret political cartoon during our lessons.  

Voices – In 6th grade we will learn to write formal letters to friends and family.  The class will learn letter format and write a letter.  These letters will be peer edited in class.

Spanish-Mr. DiLella
Para las clases de Espanol en Enero:
Grado 6: Vamos a presentar los proyectos sobre los paises de America Central y continuar trabajo en vocabulario de los tipos de comida y gramatica nueva.
Grado 7: Vamos a continuar trabajo con pronombres, infinitivos, y el verbo querer usando metodos tradicionales y con un juego nuevo que invente recientemente. Vamos a tener un examen en el medio del mes.
Grado 8: Vamos a practicar nuestros verbos reflexivos y los verbos con tallos cambiados. Tenemos vocabulario nuevo del cuerpo y vamos a tener un examen en el medio de mes.
